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New I'rench, Spanish and lralian Books

By REGIS MICHAUD.

PERIOD of a few months wiiel bas
scen the publication of Anatole
Franee’s Les Petit Pierre, Paul Bourgel's
Le Justicier, Hene Pezin’s Les Nouveaws
Oberlé, Sacha Guitry’s  Pastewr  and
Rostand’s Le Vol de la Marseillatse will
certainly be marked with a white stone
in the annals of Frenel letters,

Franee's Petast Pirere 15 already known
to the readers of Books and the Book
World. 1t is a worthy sequel of Fierre
Nozitre and The Book of My Friend, a
delightful mixture of fales, wilty salire
and philosophy. The wur has certainly
not made Anatole Frunee less ironieal,
indulgent and wilty.

To be at the same time a writer of fe-
tion and a professional moralist, a so-
eiologist amd politician 14 onee more, In
Le Justicier, the parndox of Paul Bourget.
Leaving aside ull questions of doctrine, in
Le Justicier, as niready in L'étape or lLe
sens de lo mort, will be found at it best
the arlt of Bourget to illusirate a woral
conthet —here the ease of a man who
takes upon himsell the sins of his own
brother—by a well ehosen story.

French novels will probably for some
time to eome continue to bear the stamp
of war. ('larté by Barhusse is his Under
Fire in a new garh. It s the same ar-
raignment of war witl, maybe, this time
more optimism.  The visions of peaceful
labor in the lirst and last part of the book
make a striking and dramatie contrast
with the battle sceenes, and there is run-
ning through the book an underearrent of
mystieism which will not eseape the al-
tentive reader.  Barhuss="s political views
may be wrong: e remams, nevertheless.
i Clarté, as already m Under Flire, 2
wonderful artist of the school of Zola, with
all the improvements, in his descriptions
especially, of Iwenticth century blerary
pyrotechnies.

II.

Rene Baan fimshes in the Revue des
Dewr Mondes the publication of his Nou-
wveaur Oberlé, It is the story of an Al
gatian family reunited (o Franee. The
war seems to have widened Bazin'’s philos-
ophy and art. The chapters in the book
where Bazin lakes us on the Hussian bat-
tlefields with his hero, Joseph, the Alsa-
tian on the German side, remind one of
Tolstoy's War awl Peace. Reading the
book one dremms of n less narrow and
provincial Bazm, a eosmopolitan Bazi
who to solve the probleme of Franee
would econsent to take a trip around the
world. Of special inlerest is the char-
acter of Pierre Lancier, the Alsatian in
the French ranks, who personifies the
problem of the rendaptation of the peo-
ple of Alsace to France, not without
many perplexitics, fortunately eleared at
the end of the book.

KRene Boyvlesve, who lias just entered
the French Academy, s the most modest
and the most retined of French novelists.
His L'enfant d la bulustrade | The Child
om the Balcony] and La jmnp‘ﬂle bien
flevée [ A Well Brought Up Young
Maiden] are delightful novels to be ree-
ommended especially to the Ameriean
reader for their clear and savory French
as well as for their keen insgight into
Frenel lite and bourgeois society.

A strange and also pessimistie book i<
La Roue i The Wheel] by Elie Faure, a
goldier, an art critie and the anthor of
another war book, La Sainte Face. True
to its title that povel of Faure, half lo-
main Rolland, half Barbusse, takes us
through a real whirlwind, from the
trenches to the quictude of the Swiss Alps
“ghove the strife,” with a conswentious
objector whe finally dies a brave soldier,
if not a eonvineed one, in battle; then
through the most gorgeous Italian de-
geriptions haek to the battlefield to see
the two heroes of the novel helplessly
erushied by the wheel. The wheel whirls
and carries awuay men and women in a
frartie love story. A new art is felt in
that book, half lyricism, half pambing,
with the love of life for its motto and
also & tinge of mysticism thrcoghom—the
main characteristies probably to be found
in Freneh bogks afler the war.

Romain Rolland’s new novel Colas
Breugnon will he a disappointment for
many readers of Jean Christophe and
also a revelation of Holland in a new
mond. Writien hefore the war to eseape
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Le Lisre Contemporain
A mggazine deroled - Hent froe on
to French Liderginre application.

SCHOENHOF'S
French  Hostakop
15a Bearon St Bosten, \das.

from the tragw trond of Jean @ hrostopie
folas I wgwon 15 an ongmnal composi
tion.  Tiw book s written in the spiril
and style of Rabelnis and the medizval

French “fabliaus,™ half prose, half’ verse,

which fact will hardly surprise the read
ers who had already detected the poet
larking in Jean (hristgphe belund the
noveltst and the musivian. We like that
seventeenth eentury mearnation of e
French Jaeques Boohomme, completely
cleared of fierman “sehnsueht” and dis
guising his soeial pessimism and diseon-
tent under the “rire gaulois™ Why did
Rolland go across the Rinne to feteh a

(jerman Jean Christophe when Colay
Brengnon was at band !
TIT.

The wdt has inspired many French

poets and zmong others the late Edmond
Rostand, whose war poems are now pub-
lished by Fasguale in Paris under the title
of Le Vol de la Marséllaise | The Flight
of the Marseillaise]. Some of the word
and ulso of the best Hostand will he found
in the volume. Among other poems for the
American reader we may point to The
Nomg ef the Stars, which recalls Whit-
man's Song of the Bammer at Daybreak;
to the piece entitled Fello, hailing the
first arrival of Ameriean soldiers on the
Mame. La charge, ( ondoléances (on the
simking of the Lusitania, and others re-
mind one of the best salires of Vietor
Hugo in his Chatiments.

The gem of the eollection is probably
L'dtmle entre prupliers [The Star
Among the Poplar Trees| with a dra-
matie evoeation of the Freneh trooper in
the past ages and a fine philosophy of
French patnotism in the form of a cate
ehism.

To the reader tired of war tragedies
we reecommend the brothers Tharaud's Les
Hewres Watroeames !”-rufﬂ " a‘fﬂf('ffl}i
and Jean Giraudoux's Amica America
The brothers Tharoud made a name for
themselves before the war with La Ser-
vante Mattresse | The Misiress Servant)
aud La Trogedic de Kavaillac, and more
reeently 4 L'Omlire de la Croix [In the
Shadow t-f the f'ru.“]. Theirs is a new
und very artistic realism. It s Flaubert's
art and method to whieh, in the Hewres
Marocaines, the Tharauds have added the
glamour of Pierre Loti without his pressi-
mism. The book is an entirely onginal
addition to Freneh colonial hterature,
One at least of the Tharauds has been
during the war on the staff of that fine
French preconsul of North Aflriea, Gen.
Lyautey, who saved Moroeeo for Franee,
then fighting for life, with all ber re-
sources thrown into the fray, on the
Marne. Moroeeo, in the Tharauds’ book,
enters Freneh literature as did Ameriea in
(hateaubriand’s novels and the near and
far Fast in those of Loti. All the lure
and faseination of picturesque  Africa
hold in the Tharuds” prose as they dwl
in the paintings of Delaerorx and Eugine
Fromentin.

Jean Girandoux in his
could be labelled a  Freneh Henry James
if he were not so muek like a reincarna-
tion of that philosopher of Freneh flirt
in the ecighteenth rceniury, Marivaux.
Sometimes a econceited “pointilliste,” al-
ways an original artist and the most fas-
cinnting of Freneh present day “ima-
gists,” Jean (Girnudoux has invenled a
new way of wnting. His are the imag-
ination and technios of a Japanese artist.
For some time a lwrvand student, then
an instriactor of the Harvard regiment,
lis artistic originality makes Girsadounx
find a United States of-his own, The
hook, finely printed and illustrated hy
Maxime Dethomas, will stand, despite a
few eecentrieities, as a sample of modern
French art at its newest and its eleverest

IV.

Books of essays and eritieism are many.
Among them, those who have already read
The New BRook of Martyrs and Civiliza-
tion will gladly hail Georges Duhamel’s
new book, La Possession du Monde [ The
Possession of the Worldl. In the present
conflict acd quarrel between Freneh in-
telleeluals and mystics, Dubamel sides
with the latter. Reading in parlicclar ia
the new book the essavs on Lyrical Life
and the final ehapter on The Rule of the
Heart, one eannot belp thinking of Du-
hamel as of a Freneh Emerson and a new
Maeterlinek. Fven those inclined to pre-
fer the French mind in its pure intel-
leetuality will be thankful to Duhamel for
revealing the grave and spiritual von-
cerns of present day France.

In the field of literary eriticism and
biography Abel Lefranc’s 1+ 0 volumes in
favor of Lord Derby as *he writer of the
works of Shakespeare, Sous le Masque de

les

Amica Ameriea

Shat vcxpeare | Under the Mk af Shalr

epecr |, would be enough to il the lesure
of a summer vacation. Was it not only
vesterday that Angustin Hémon disros

ered Rowland in Shakespeare?  Hent
Bordeaux's Les Purres du Fower [The
Stowes of the Hearth) i< made out of
very instruetive essavs on Freneh fanily
life and education since *he Middle Ages.
Chief among those critical essays lel us
mention two wleresting volumes on Vietor
Hugo. The one by M. (" Poms=ot, Awpris
de Vietor Hugo [At the Side of Vielor
Huge|, makes Hugo, the man and the
poet, almest a demigod, while that
French statesmen and man of letlers,
Louis Barthou of the French Aeademy, in
lis Les Amours dun Poéte [A Poeth
Lave Story) brings us with Vietor Hugo
very near the level of common humanily.
{ Most of the book is made out of unpub-
lished letters in the possession of M. Bar-
thou).” I'm Quelgues Gruides de I'Opimion
en France Pendant la (Guerre [Some
Gwides of Fremeh Public Opinion During
the War] M. de Chambure writes very
vivid and personal sketebes of mest of
the leading journalists and editors of
France. He also gives a useful summary
of the war activities of the French press.
To his elever sketeh of Clemeneesu may
be added ss a ecomplement Gustave Gef-
frox’s new volume on (Clemenceau,
prinied in both French and in Eaglish—
a sign of the times. M. Ueffroy 15 the
president of the Goneourt Aeademy and
knows intimately the man he writes about.
In complete contrast with the Republican
Tiger of Franee the American reader will
find in the tribute to Charles Maurras by
s frends, ¢ harles AMaurras, Portrails,
Judgments amd Opimions (at the Nouvelle
Librairie Nationale), a very illuminatmg
studv of that French political prophet
and master writer of to-day.

V.

In the field of Italian literature Virgilio
Broeehi bas shown himself an Italian Bar-
busse in Secondo il Cuor Mio [Aecording
to My Heart]. It is the story of an
Italian ronseientions objeclor (decidedly
a stoek charaeter of European war books
since Romain Rolland fled to Switzer-
lund )
who fights with all his energy through
art, love and death towurd the good and
the beantiful, who emigrales to Australia
to find the peace of his soul, who volun-
teers as a streteher bearer duning the war,
who ecomes very near to bemg court-mar-
tialled by lis own people and finally dies
a heroie death in battle, withomnt, how-
cver, surrendering any of his pacific and
pacifist ideals. A valusble book for the
light it throws on the modem Italian soul
wilh its atavistic mystieisw, its passica for
art and beauty—all that blended with up
lo date sociabistic and humanitarian as-
pirstions.

Gudo Da Verona, with a spirit as
worthy as his name of the Itahan quattro-
cento, takes ns far away from reality in
lis Il Libro del Mio Sogno Errawte | The
Book of My Wanderimg Dreams] a book
full of delightful fantasy. Young ltaly
15 in it with her superabundant mrrmn.
her efforts, sometimes as paradoxieal as
they are noisy, to free herself from the
shackles of her ancwent eultare, sevording
to the new programme of Signor Man-
nettr and lus futunst brothers, Boeeaesio
and Osear Wilde revive in those eharming
esaays, half prose, half poems, errtainly
the produet of & wide and cosmopolitan
enlture, just the kind of book to take on
n journey 1o read and enjoy in the very
mood and way it was written.

Spanish liternture offers {wo inleresting

wotiedies, (R [ 5 rein the pen of
Javinio Benavente, now known i Amen-
ean lransdations.  Los [ The

¢'ubs |, Brunavente's last vomedy, is Full of

fueharros

genwine Lumor and human patbos. It
tnkes a plilesopber a~ well a5 a consum-
male artist to make us interested in the
family fewgds and moral stunt< of a Bying
arcas.  Pe Goacourt had already tried
it in The Brothers Zimgamo  The eirens
Iliguberto in Henavente's play is a repre-
sentative eireus and the whole of buman-
ity is contained in its narrow ring.  All
the pathos and comir sides of the profes-
sion will be found in those unforgetiable
charaeters, as typical as they are sharply
individualized.

Cobardias [Cowardice], by Manuel
Linares Rivas, is a far different play ane
a balf indignant, half amosed social
satire. Al the plight of Spain, torn be-
tween the past and modernity, is there.
Reading Rivas's arraignment of the Span-
ish hidalgo one thinks of Dumas or Au-
gier indicting the noble in favor of the
hourgeois in The Question of Momey or
The Som-in-law of Monsienr Poirer. That
the realist and practical man of to-day
suffers from the aristoerat’s eowardiee in
not adapting himself to modern soeial
conditions, and that the idle and quizotie
hidalge sarvives only thank: to the cow-
ardice of the common man is the moral
lesson of the play. -

To conelude, let us draw the attemtion
of the readers to an interesting volume of
essays on Spanish and South American
writers, Portas y Prosistas del Norecientos
[Twentieth Century Poets and Prose
Writers] by K. Canuinos-Assens Al-
traetive among others are the chapters on
Ruben Darie, Enrique Gomez Carillo and
Ricardo Leon.

“The Hen at Work”

DEAS on bow to keep or how ro rase
chickens differ. In bygone days all
one had to get was an old box, either soap,
piane or otherwise, a china egg, some
cracked corn and a dipper of water, but
ut present it is otherwise. The hen and
birdbouse industry—we feel safe in eall-
ing it an industry —has seen a develop-

who loathes moderm materialism, ‘ment equal to that of house and bome

architeeture, Chickens used to lny egys
in abundanee to show their appreciation
of a beautiful world, but in these days we
have many Bolshevist hens who do noth-
ing but et and eackle. They don't be-
lieve in enriching their owners.

Still, many of the good standard Amer-
iean breeds work overtime with the great-
est of pleasur=. And for those who
would be Capitalists in eggs and chickens
Ernest Cobb’s The Hen at Work, a brief
manual of home poultry eulture. hus been
wniten.

The book is praetieal and will be found
helpful by people whe wish to or are al-
ready raising poultry in a @mnall way with
suceess and profit.  Mr. Cobb gives valo-
able suggrstions on the selection of breeds,
their eare and feeding, the bailding of
eceonomieal bouses, coops, runs: how in-
cubators should be operated; how to doe-
tor disesses in chickens, and in fact every-
thing that it is neeessary for one to know
in vegard to poaltry.

There are many illustra'ions of prae-
tienl coops, pietures of the development
of the egg in its incubating <tages, and
above all, a picture of the wale> pan
which replaces the dippers, sancepans,
&c., of old. A handy book around the
house.

THE HEN AT WORK. By Esxysr (losn
Gi. I, Putnam’s Sons. $1.50,
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The first 5 reviews say—

1. “*A great novel.”” Now York Times.

‘A novel of breadth and
“It seems to us superb.’

“A distinctive and distinguished offering.

Galsworthy at his best.”
“So admirably done as t

dignity."”—New York Sui.
'—New York Tribune.

Mr.

—New York World.
o make the work of some

of his best known contemporaries in the field of

realism seem crude and

garish.”—New York Post.

Galsworthy’s ~:

SAINTS P

ROGRESS

$1.60

@ CHARLES SCRI

FIFTH AVE. AT 482ST. NEW"SSY%I;'E @

B

=3




